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Indigenous Journalism and Communication (INJC)
A 30-Credit-Hour (One Year)  Certificate Program

Delivered remotely from First Nations University of Canada

Starting Fall 2021 - convocation Fall 2022
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Overview
We have received approval for  a 30-Credit Hour Certificate program, which can be
completed in one calendar year from September to August, beginning in Fall 2021.

The program is called Indigenous Journalism and Communication (INJC). Students will
learn about journalism and strategic communication (PR) for Indigenous organizations.
This means our graduates will be able to work in local or regional Indigenous media, and
can also assist organizations to use media and other tools to communicate with internal
and external audiences.

In 2021-22, the Elective courses focus on community & network radio and podcasting.

Goals
1. The new Certificate in INJC will be delivered almost entirely by distance—three

online classes in Fall 2021, three online classes in Winter 2022 and two special
classes in the Spring/Summer 2022. (Note: students can take up to four classes per
semester.)

2. The students will be in a cohort and will take most of their online classes together
and then come together in person for the INCA Summer Institute in May-June.

3. The special classes are the Summer Institute in Journalism that will be offered
face-to-face at the First Nations University of Canada’s national campus in Regina.
The second is a supervised Internship, which can be done anywhere—including in
your home community.

4. The program is set up so that students are full-time students eligible for band
funding, scholarships and student loans.

5. Arrangements can be made for students who cannot come to Regina for the INCA
200 Summer Institute in May-June 2022.
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Courses

In Fall 2021, students will take a choice of three or four online classes:

● INCA 100 (CRN 31664)  – Introduction to Indigenous Communication Arts

Tuesdays and Thursdays 1-2:15 plus Lab (31665) Mondays 3:30 - 4:20)

Professor: Dr. Patricia Elliott

Lab Instructor: Annette Ermine, MJ

● INCA 283 (CRN 31666) – Indigenous Media in Canada

Wednesdays 8:30 - 11:15

Professor: Shannon Avison, MA

● INA 391AB (31661) – Indigenous Photography

Mondays 11:30 - 2:15

Professor: Audrey Dreaver, MFA

AND/OR

● ADMN 245 (33475) - Introduction to Strategic Communication (PR)

Thursdays 2:30 - 5:15

Professor: Shannon Avison

In Winter 2022, students will take three or four online classes (not yet scheduled):

● INCA 284 - Managing Indigenous Media Businesses (focus on radio)
● ADMN 345 - Strategic Communication for Indigenous Organizations
● INCA 351 Radio Production/Podcasting
● INDG 391AQ - Investigative Project
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Courses (continued)

In Spring (May-June) 2022, students will take:

● INCA 200 Summer Institute in person in Regina

Six weeks in-person at the National Campus, First Nations University of Canada

Monday to Friday 10 - 12 and 1 - 4

Exact date in May-June TBA

In Summer (July-August) 2022, students will complete

● INCA 290 Internship (location TBA)

Each Internship will be set up in consultation with the student.

Internships to be completed in the students’ home communities/organizations.
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How to apply

I. Mature and Adult Learners
The First Nations University/University of Regina admits Mature and Adult students
who haven't completed grade 12 or cannot access transcripts and are at least 21
years old. There is a $100 Application Fee that must be paid for your application to
be considered.

II. High School Graduates, Transferring Student and Readmitting UR Students
If you do have your grade 12, you can Apply Now. There is a $100 Application Fee
that must be paid for your application to be complete, unless you are Readmitting to
the First Nations University/University of Regina.

You will have to arrange with your high school or education authority, as well as any
other educational institutions you attended, to have your transcripts forwarded to
the University of Regina.

Note: Admissions for the First Nations University are administered by the University
of Regina. On the application forms, you should indicate that your college is First
Nations University of Canada.

https://urconnected.uregina.ca/admissionrequirements/adultlearners.ezc
https://urconnected.uregina.ca/apply/apply-now.ezc
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Tuition and expenses

I. Tuition
First Nations University and University of Regina tuition and fees are the same. You
can find a detailed account of the fees online. Based on these fees, the cost of
tuition for 10 courses (six 3-credit plus two 6-credit: INCA 200 and 290) is
approximately $12,000. Please be aware that this estimate is based on 2020-21
tuition rates and fees.

Travel/Accommodation for the Summer Institute (May-June 2022)

Travel and accommodation for the 6-week INCA Summer Institute in May-June 2022
must be covered by the students. On-campus residences are beautiful and right
next door to the First Nations University National Campus building, where you will
take your Summer Institute course.

You can find information and apply for housing through University of Regina
Housing Services. UR Housing also put out a helpful Handbook for incoming
students .

https://www.uregina.ca/fs/assets/docs/pdf/202120-Domestic-Undergrad-Tuition-Schedule.pdf
https://www.uregina.ca/housing/
https://www.uregina.ca/housing/
https://www.uregina.ca/housing/living-on-campus/housing-handbook.html
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Sources of Funding

I. Student loans
Students registered in a minimum of three courses are considered full-time, for the
purpose of applying for Government of Canada Students Aid.

II. Band Funding through Post-Secondary Student Support Program (PSSSP)
Indigenous Services Canada provides funding for Post-Secondary education through
the PSSSP program for Status First Nations and Inuit.

III. Metis Funding
The Federal government recently launched the Metis Nation Post-secondary
Education Strategy, which provides funding for eligible Metis students.

IV. Bursaries and Scholarships and Funding
There are many sources of bursaries and scholarships, depending on your territory.
One of the best sources of support is Indspire. Another source of funding is
Journalists for Human Rights. Funding programs change and are regularly updated
as donations and support are received. Visit these sites to create an account and get
updates on levels and eligibility for funding.

More questions?

If you are interested in talking to someone about the INJC Certificate program, or the
three-year INCA Diploma program,  please contact

Shannon Avison at savison@fnuniv.ca or call/text 306-536-8069

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/education/student-aid.html
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1100100033682/1531933580211
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1578855031863/1578855057804
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1578855031863/1578855057804
https://indspire.ca/programs/students/bursaries-scholarships/
https://jhr.ca/
mailto:savison@fnuniv.ca

